September 27, 2015

Observation — What does it say? Interpretation — What does it mean?

Application — What does it mean for me?

Gospel According to John 9:16 - 34

New American Standard Version
16 Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others were
saying, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such Signs?”” And
there was a division among them. !’ So they *said to the blind man
again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?”
And he said, “He is a prophet.” ¥ The Jews then did not believe it of
him, that he had been blind and had received sight, until they called
the parents of the very one who had received his sight, °and
questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? Then how does he now see?”” % His parents answered them and
said, “We that this is our son, and that he was born blind,;
2L hut how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we
do not know. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” 22 His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was
to be put out of the synagogue. 2 For this reason his parents said, “He
is of age; ask him.” 2*So a second time they called the man who had
been blind, and said to him, “Give glory to God; we know that this
man is a sinner.” ?° He then answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do
not know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
% S0 they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open
your eyes?” 2’ He answered them, “I told you already and you did not
listen; why do you want to hear it again? You do not want to become
His disciples too, do you?” 2 They reviled him and said, “You are
His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2° We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He is
from.” ® The man answered and said to them, “Well, here is an
amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, and yet He
opened my eyes. 3t We know that God does not hear sinners; but if
anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. *2 Since the
beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a person born blind. * If this man were not from God, He
could do nothing.” 3 They answered him, “You were born entirely in

sins, and are you teaching us?” So they put him out.
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From suggestions on the back page add your own
Observation, Interpretation, and Application.

Qbservation (What does it say?):
@ all the uses of “know” or “don’t know”
in the passage.

Underline things that are said that indicate the
speaker is sure about what he is saying.

What repeated words or phrases do you see?

Interpretation (What does it mean?):

What seems to be the basis for the self-assurance
(or lack of it) in the different people (Pharisees,
parents, man)? Why were they so certain (or
not) about what they were saying?

What word or phrase would you use to describe
the attitude of each:

Pharisees:

Parents:

Man:

Application (What does it mean for me?):
Is there any “one thing I know” in your life that
you can share with the group?

When confronted by arrogant “Pharisees” do
you respond more like the fearful parents or the
confident man? Why is that?
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September 27, 2015

Observation — What does it say? Interpretation — What does it mean? Application — What does it mean for me?

Inductive Bible Study

Observation
(What does it say?)

What facts do you observe about
the passage (repetition,
comparisons, contrasts, cause
and effect, unusual words, etc.)?
Mark the passage (underline,
circles, etc.) to help bring out
the writer’s thought process.

e Who are the people involved?

e What is the action taking
place?

e What type of literature is the
passage (poetry, history,
didactic, etc.)?

e What details are included or
left out?

e Are there any unusual words
used?

e Is there any symbolic or
figurative language used?

e What is the grammar of the
passage (pronouns,
prepositions, verb tenses)?

e Is there any repetition of words
or ideas?

e Are there comparisons or
contrasts?

e Are there indications of cause
and effect?

o Are there indications of
purpose (“in order that...”)?

e Are there conclusions
(“Therefore...”)?

e Does the passage contain any
explanations?

o Does the passage logically
break into sections?

e How would you summarize the
passage?

e What would be a good
“headline” for the passage?
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(A few general ideas)

Interpretation
(What does it mean?)

What guestions come to mind
about the facts of the passage
that would help you interpret the
writer’s meaning?

e How would the original readers
have understood the passage?

e What is the main emphasis?

e Why does the writer use
repetition, or contrast, or
unusual words?

e What does the grammar or
structure of the passage reveal
about the writer’s thought
pattern?

e s there a logical sequence in
the passage?

e How are different ideas in the
passage connected?

e Are there any new ideas or
concepts presented?

e Are there difficulties in the
passage?

Application
(What does it mean for me?)

How does the writer’s meaning
relate to your life? What
specific application might the
Holy Spirit want to show you?

e Isthere a command to obey?

e Isthere a promise to be
thankful for?

e Isthere an attribute of God to
worship?

e Is there an example to follow?

If there is ever a blurring of the process
to the extent that the various phases
[Observation, Interpretaion, Application]
of study become indistinguishable, then
eisegesis will inevitably result.

Robert Traina, Methodical Bible Study
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