January 22, 2016 
Observation – What does it say?
         Interpretation – What does it mean?         Application – What does it mean for me?

1 Corinthians 4:6 – 21 
New American Standard Version

6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. 7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?  8 You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; and indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you. 9 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor. 11 To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; 12 and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; 13 when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now.  14 I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.16 Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me. 17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church. 18 Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power. 20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power. 21 What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love and a spirit of gentleness?
Inductive Bible Study

(A few general ideas)

Observation 
(What does it say?)
What facts do you observe about the passage that help bring out the writer’s thought process?
· Who are the people involved?

· What action takes place?

· What type of literature is it (poetry, history, didactic, etc.)?

· What details are included or left out?

· Are any unusual words used?

· Is there symbolic language?

· What is the grammar of the passage (pronouns, prepositions, verb tenses)?

· Are words or ideas repeated?
· Any comparisons or contrasts?

· Any cause and effect?

· Are there indications of purpose (“in order that…”)?

· Are there conclusions (“Therefore…”)?

· Are there explanations?

· Does the passage logically break into sections?

· How would you summarize the passage?

· What would be a good “headline” for the passage?


Interpretation 
(What does it mean?) 
What questions come to mind about the facts that would help you interpret the meaning?

· How would the original readers have understood the passage?

· What is the main emphasis?

· Why does the writer use repetition, or contrast, or unusual words?

· What does the grammar or structure of the passage reveal about the writer’s thought pattern?

· Is there a logical sequence in the passage?

· How are different ideas in the passage connected?

· Are there any new ideas or concepts presented?

· Are there difficulties in the passage?


Application 
(What does it mean for me?) 
What is the impact on your life?  What application does the Holy Spirit want to show you?

· Is there a command to obey?

· Is there a promise to be thankful for?

· Is there an attribute of God to worship?

· Is there an example to follow?

Use the suggestions on the back page as a starting point for your own Observation, Interpretation, and Application.  


Observation (What does it say?):


Look at what Paul says about apostles starting in line 11 (verse 9).


Underline how he describes the apostles and how they are treated.


Circle their actions, how they respond.





Interpretation (What does it mean?):


In line 26 (verse 16), what is the “therefore” there for?  What is the connection Paul is making?








What exactly does Paul want the believers to imitate (line 26, verse 16)?








How appealing is the picture Paul describes for imitation?  Why should they (or we) imitate it?








Application (What does it mean for me?):


What one thing about Paul in this passage would be most difficult for you to imiatate?  Why?








What would be the easiest?  Why








What do you want others to imitate about you?





Read nothing into the Scriptures, but draw everything from them, �and suffer nothing to remain hidden that is really in them. – J.A. Bengel (1687-1752)









1 Corinthians 4_6-21 imitators.doc
20160116
www.GoodNotSafe.com 
Copyright 2016 by Michael Wiebe

