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Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12 
New American Standard Version 

 
Luke 24:44-53 Acts 1:1-12 Notes 

44 Now He said to them, 

“These are My words which 

I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that all things 

which are written about Me 

in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms 

must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 

He opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures, 
46 and He said to them, “Thus 

it is written, that the Christ 

would suffer and rise again 

from the dead the third day, 
47 and that repentance for 

forgiveness of sins would be 

proclaimed in His name to 

all the nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 
49 And behold, I am sending 

forth the promise of My 

Father upon you; but you are 

to stay in the city until you 

are clothed with power from 

on high.”  50 And He led 

them out as far as Bethany, 

and He lifted up His hands 

and blessed them. 51 While 

He was blessing them, He 

parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven. 
52 And they, after worshiping 

Him, returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy, 53 and were 

continually in the temple 

praising God. 

1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, 

about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2 until the day when He was taken up to 

heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit 

given orders to the apostles whom He had 

chosen. 3 To these He also presented 

Himself alive after His suffering, by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them over a 

period of forty days and speaking of the 

things concerning the kingdom of God. 
4 Gathering them together, He commanded 

them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for 

what the Father had promised, “Which,” He 

said, “you heard of from Me; 5 for John 

baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.”  6 So when they had come 

together, they were asking Him, saying, 

“Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is 

not for you to know times or epochs which 

the Father has fixed by His own authority; 
8 but you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest 

part of the earth.”  9 And after He had said 

these things, He was lifted up while they 

were looking on, and a cloud received Him 

out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing 

intently into the sky while He was going, 

behold, two men in white clothing stood 

beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into the 

sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in just the 

same way as you have watched Him go into 

heaven.”  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem 

from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 

…He ascended to heaven… 
Observation (What does it say?) 

 What similarities do you see in the two 
accounts? 

 What differences do you see? 

 
Interpretation (What does it mean?) 

 How would you fit the two accounts 
together if you were telling the story? 

 Try to imagine the scene.  What would 
your reaction be? 

Application (What does it mean for me?) 

 What is it about the ascension that 
prompted Luke to write about it twice? 

 What is the significance (if any) of the 
ascension for you? 

 What other questions do you have 
about the ascension? 
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Additional questions for thought and discussion: 

 If we did not have Luke’s account of the ascension, what other ways might the story of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry have ended? 

 Why do you think none of the other New Testament writers mention the event of the ascension? 
(Mark 16:19 is part of a “longer ending” that was added to the Gospel at a later date.) 

 What other New Testament passages come to mind that may allude to the ascension without 
describing the details of its occurrence? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inductive Bible Study 
(A few general ideas)  

Observation  
(What does it say?) 

What facts do you observe about 

the passage that help bring out 

the writer’s thought process? 
 

 Who are the people involved? 

 What action takes place? 

 What type of literature is it 

(poetry, history, didactic, etc.)? 

 What details are included or 

left out? 

 Are any unusual words used? 

 Is there symbolic language? 

 What is the grammar of the 

passage (pronouns, 

prepositions, verb tenses)? 

 Are words or ideas repeated? 

 Any comparisons or contrasts? 

 Any cause and effect? 

 Are there indications of 

purpose (“in order that…”)? 

 Are there conclusions 

(“Therefore…”)? 

 Are there explanations? 

 Does the passage logically 

break into sections? 

 How would you summarize the 

passage? 

 What would be a good 

“headline” for the passage? 

Interpretation  
(What does it mean?)  

What questions come to mind 

about the facts that would help 

you interpret the meaning? 

 

 How would the original readers 

have understood the passage? 

 What is the main emphasis? 

 Why does the writer use 

repetition, or contrast, or 

unusual words? 

 What does the grammar or 

structure of the passage reveal 

about the writer’s thought 

pattern? 

 Is there a logical sequence in 

the passage? 

 How are different ideas in the 

passage connected? 

 Are there any new ideas or 

concepts presented? 

 Are there difficulties in the 

passage? 

 

Application  
(What does it mean for me?)  

What is the impact on your life?  

What application does the Holy 

Spirit want to show you? 
 

 Is there a command to obey? 

 Is there a promise to be 

thankful for? 

 Is there an attribute of God to 

worship? 

 Is there an example to follow?

 

Read nothing into the Scriptures, 
but draw everything from them,  

and suffer nothing to remain 
hidden that is really in them. 

J.A. Bengel (1687-1752) 
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