Grammatical Tools

Since language/grammar and culture are usually interrelated, the following preliminary list of
useful tools for grammar and vocabulary study overlap with cultural questions as well:

Hard Sayings of the Old Testament, Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., InterVarsity Press, 1988
New Testament Words, William Barclay, Westminster Press, 1974

Synonyms of the New Testament, Richard C. Trench, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1953

Synonyms of the Old Testament, Robert B. Girdlestone, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 1976

The Greek English Concordance to the New Testament with the New International
Version, John R. Kohlenberger lll, Edward W. Goodrick, James A. Swanson, Zondervan,
1997

The Hard Sayings of Jesus, F.F. Bruce, InterVarsity Press, 1983
The IVP Bible Background Commentary, Craig S. Keener, InterVarsity Press, 1993

The NIV English-Greek New Testament — A Reverse Interlinear, William D. Mounce,
Zondervan, 2000.

The following pages contain some excerpts from some of the tools for studying grammar and
word-study questions.

Mounce’s Reverse Interlinear (see page 3) enables you to compare word usage in a passage and
compare with similar usage in other passages. The NIV English text is printed with the Greek
words immediately below each English word (it gets a little more complicated, as explained in his
introduction, but that is the general idea). Below the Greek word is a grammatical key that
provides the “morphology” or grammatical analysis information about the word (the part of
speech, meaning of the endings or prefixes, etc.). Below this is the reference number from
Strong’s Concordance. That index number can be used to track the root word to other reference
books (as described below).

The main disadvantage of this Reverse Interlinear (in my opinion) is that it follows the English
word order. Since the structure of some passages (in Greek) uses word order for emphasis or
other reasons, this information is lost if the English order is used. But the book provides a great
tool for at least getting a general idea of the vocabulary used for word studies, etc. If you get far
enough along to really care about Greek word order, you should be using a standard Greek text or
interlinear that maintains the original word order.

This brings up the topic of using Greek, under the category of “a little knowledge can be
dangerous.” These tools (and more computerized Bible programs than I can count) can be used
wisely with great benefit. But I can’t emphasize too strongly the danger of making major
interpretive conclusions from what you see in the Greek text unless you are seriously applying
yourself to learning and using Greek, well beyond a reference book like Mounce. Use the tools,
but recognize the limitations.

At least two errors are especially easy to make and have serious negative consequences.
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The first is simply to arrive at a wrong conclusion from a superficial reading of the Greek text or
use of Strong’s numbers for doing a word study. Languages are a lot more complex than “find
the word that goes with this number.”

The second, and, I think, more serious problem, is using Greek as a hammer. In a group with less
mature believers or those who are unsure of their own Bible knowledge, nothing stops discussion
like a pronouncement (as if from on high) that, “The Greek says....” My recommendation is
(even after you get to the point where you are sight-reading the Greek New Testament) that you
inject comments about the Greek text very sparingly into group discussions. A friend of mine
who teaches Greek at the college level has the requirement that his students do a thorough
exegesis of the Greek text, then explain the passage and all the grammatical nuances and
interpretive points with no references to Greek. Asking good questions from the English text, or
comparing translations, can almost always help a group discussion work through a passage and
glean the meaning, without the intimidation (or worse, possible pretentiousness) of Greek
pronouncements.

Having said all that, how can you use these tools in your own study?

Once you have Strong’s index number from the Reverse Interlinear text, you can search the
passage to see if the same word is used elsewhere in the passage.

For example, find all the references to prayer or praying in the Philippians 1 passage attached
(page 3). What do you notice about Paul’s references to prayer in verse 4 and verse 9?

Using Strong’s index number, you can cross-reference to other reference books, such as the
Greek-English Concordance. Look at the two words from the concordance on page 4. The
concordance lists all the uses of the same word in other New Testament passages. This is the
start of a great word study to see how the words are used in different contexts. Comparing the
word usage in different passages can show different shades of meaning of words, comparisons
and contrasts in meanings, nuances that may or may not be there in English, etc.

As another example, look at the 1 Corinthians 11 passage on page 5. What is the word Paul uses
for “tradition” (NASB) or “teachings” (NIV) in verse 2? The reprint from the concordance on
page 6 shows the entries for that word. (This particular concordance is based on the NIV English
text. If you are using a different translation, you have to find the NIV word to use the
concordance. This will not usually be a problem.)

As another example, find the word Paul uses for a sign of “authority” in 1 Corinthians 11:10
(page 5 of the attachments) and the uses of the word on page 7. Also, the lower right corner of
page 7 includes a section with the heading “Authority”. This is taken from an appendix in the
English-Greek Concordance that lists all the times the English word “authority” (or a cognate) is
used, and the various Greek words that are translated as “authority” in the NIV. This is a great
tool to compare and contrast other Greek words that have overlapping meanings with the English
word(s). Then the interpretation of the passage can include the question, “Why did Paul use this
word here and not one of the related words? What meaning does this word have that compares or
contrasts with the other words?

Now we are talking about several word studies — you get the idea that this is not a trivial exercise.
But this kind of persistence can be helpful in giving you a better understanding of how Paul and
other writers used the words and how they get translated into English. Sometimes a rigorous
study like this can lead to a dead end, revealing no great new insight. Sometimes it may open up
a whole new aspect of interpretation. You don’t know until you’ve done the work, but it’s
usually worth the effort.
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2025 éEouvbevdn, exouthenod

The Greek-English Concordance 1

2025 ¢EovBevdon, exouthenod Not used in UBS/NIV
[N 1666 + 4024 + 1254 + 1651)

2026 éEovoia, exousia [102) [ 2027, 2028, 2980; of.
1666 + 1639)
év molq éEovoiq (by what authority) [8] Mt 21:23,24,27; Mk
11:28,29,33; Lk 20:2.8
éxo €Eovoia (to have authority) [31] Mt7:29; 8:9; 9:6; M«
1:22; 2:10; 3:15; Lk 5:24; 12:5; 19:17: dn 10:18,18; 19:10,10,11;
Ac 9:14; Ro 9:21; 1C0 7:37: 9:4,5,6; 11:10; 2Th 3:9; Heb 13:10;
Rev 9:3: 11:6.6; 14:18; 16:9: 17:13; 18:1;, 20:6
authority [54], power [11], nght [8], authornities [8], untransiated
[2], authority over [2], charge [2], control [2], ability [1], disposal
[1], dominion [1], exercise of freedom [1], in charge [1].
jurisdiction [1], kingdom [1], must [+2400] [1], on authority
[+3284] [1], reigns [1]. rights [1], sign of authority [1]
Mt 7:29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their

8: 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.
9: 6 so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
9: 8 and they praised God, who had given such authority to men.

10: 1 and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every

21:23 “By what authority arc you doing these things?” they asked.
21:23 these things7” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
21:24 I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
21:27 “Neither will I tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
28:18 “All authority in heaven and on carth has been given to me.

Mk 1:22 because he tanght them as ont who had authority, not as the

1:27 each other, “What js this? A new teaching—and with suthority!

2: 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on carth

3:15 and to have authority to dnve out demons.

6: 7 them out two by two and gave them autherity over evil spirits.
11:28 “By what authority arc you doing these things?"” they asked.
11:28 things?” they asked. “And who gave you autherity to do this?”
11:29 and I will tell you by what authority 1 am doing these things.
11:33 “Neither will I tell you by whar anthority I am doing these things.”
13:34 He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, cach with his

Lk 4 6 he said to him, “1 will give you all their authority and splendor,

4:32 were amazed ar his teaching, because his message had authority.

4:36 With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they

5:24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has autherity on carth

7: B For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.

9: 1 he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons
10: 19 1 have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions
12: 5 after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell.
12:11 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and aunthorities,
19:17 been wrustworthy ir a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’
20: 2 “Teli us by what anthority you are doing these things,” they said.
20: 2 are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this suthority?”
20: 8 “Neither will 1 tell you by what authority | am doing these things.”
20:20 so that they might hand him over 1o the power and autherity of the
22:53 lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.”

" 23:. 7 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction,
Ju 1:12 in his name, he gave the right w become children of God—

5:27 And he has given him autherity to judge because he is the Sen of
10: 18 I have authority t lay it down and authority to take it up again.
10: 18 I have authority 1o lay it down and autherity to take it up again. -
17: 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give
19: 10 “Don't you realize 1 have power either to free you or to crucify
19: 10 realize | have power either to free you or [RPG] to crucify you?”
19: 11 “You would have no power over me if it were not given 1o you

Ac 1 7 to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.

5: 4 And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal?

8:19 “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom [ lay my hands

9: 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to

: 10 On the authority [+3284] of the chief priests [ put many of the
: 12 one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority
5: 18 them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God,
21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of
: 1 Everyone must submit himself o the governing authorities,

1 for therc is no authority except that which God has established.
;2 he who rebels againse the authority is rebelling against what God

13: 3 Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?

1Co 7:37 who is uader no compulsion but has contrel over his own will,

[l o

[PRRRWET-R- -3

Ro

-

Col

9 that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling

4 Don’t we have the right to food and drink?

5 Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us,

6 Oris it only I and Bamnabas who must (+2400] work for a living?
12 1f others have this right of support from you, shouldn’t we have it
12 But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with

18 it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it
10 the woman ought to have a sign of anthority on her head.
15:24 Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.
8 For even if | boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lond
10 when I come 1 may not have to be harsh in my use of authority~
21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
= 2 the ways of this world and of the ruler of the Kingdom of the air,
10 of God should be made known fo the rulers and authorities
12 and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
13 For he has rescued us from the deminion of darkness and brought
116 and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities,
210 fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.
2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a

R e~ P S

2Th 3: 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help,

Tit

3

Remiind the people to be subject fo ruless and avthorities,

Heb 13: 10 which those who minister at the tabernacie have no right to eat
[Pe  3:22 wah angels, authorities and powers in submission to kim.
Jude 1:25 majesty, power and authority, threugh Jesus Christ our Lond,
Rev  2:26 does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—

6: 8 They were given power over a fourth of the carth to kill by sword,
9: 3 the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth.
9: 3 and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. [RPG]
9: 10 and in their tails they had power to torment people for five monts.
9119 The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails;
11: 6 These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain
11: 6 and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike e
12: 10 and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ.
13: 2 gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.
13: 4 worshiped the dragon becanse he had given anthority to the beasy
13: 5 blasphemies and to exervise his autherity for forty-two months.
13: 7 And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language
13:12 He excrcised all the anthority of the first beast on his behalf,
14: 18 Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altr
16: 9 who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent
17:12 but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with
17:13 one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast
18: 1 He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his
20: 6 The sccond death has no power over them, but they will be priests
22:14 that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through

2027 ¢Eovord{w, exousiazé [4] (N 2026)

belong to (2], exercise authonty over {1], mastered {1}

Lk 22:25 and those who exercise authority over them call themselves
1Co 6:12 is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything.

7: 4 The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her
7: 4 the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also 1o his

AUTHORITY [76]

anthority, 2026, exousia {54]

authority, AT (2]

authority over, 2026, exousia {2}

exercise authority over, 2980, katexousiazd{2)
authority, 3262, kyriotés [2]

authority, RPE [1]

positions of authority, 794, arché 1)

have anthority over, 883, authentes (1]

by the awthority of, /328, dia {1}

given authority, 1443, didomi [1)

on authority, 2026+3284, exousia+lambané 11)
sign of authority, 2026, exousia {1]

exercise authority over, 2027, exousiazo {1]
authority, 2798, epitagé [1]

authority, 3232, ktisis {1]

has authority over, 3259, kyrieud [1]

the anthonty®, 4005, hos [1}

supreme authority, 5660, hyperecho [1]
authority, 5667, hyperoché[1]
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