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Inductive Bible Study 
(A few general ideas) 

 

Observation (What does it say?) 

 Who are the people involved? 

 What is the action taking place? 

 What type of literature is the passage (poetry, history, didactic, etc.)? 

 What details are included or left out? 

 Are there any unusual words used? 

 Is there any symbolic or figurative language used? 

 What is the grammar of the passage (pronouns, prepositions, verb tenses)? 

 Is there any repetition of words or ideas? 

 Are there comparisons or contrasts? 

 Are there indications of cause and effect? 

 Are there indications of purpose (“in order that…”)? 

 Are there conclusions (“Therefore…”)? 

 Does the passage contain any explanations? 

 Does the passage logically break into sections? 

 How would you summarize the passage? 

 What would be a good “headline” for the passage? 

Interpretation (What does it mean?) 

 How would the original readers have understood the passage? 

 What is the main emphasis? 

 Why does the writer use repetition, or contrast, or unusual words? 

 What does the grammar or structure of the passage reveal about the writer’s thought 

pattern? 

 Is there a logical sequence in the passage? 

 How are different ideas in the passage connected? 

 Are there any new ideas or concepts presented? 

 Are there difficulties in the passage? 

Application (What does it mean for me?) 

 Is there a command to obey? 

 Is there a promise to be thankful for? 

 Is there an attribute of God to worship? 

 Is there an example to follow? 
 

 

 


