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I. Greetings (1:1) 
II. Statement of Three Key Themes (1:2 -11) 
A. Trials in the Christian Life (1:2 - 4) 
B. Wisdom (1:5- 8) 
C. Riches and Poverty (1:9 -11) 
III. Restatement of the Three Themes (1:12- 

27) 
A. Trials/Temptations in Relation to God (1:12-

18) 
B. Wisdom in the Areas of Speech and 

Obedience (1:19- 26) 
C. The "Have-Nots" and the Responsibility of 

the "Haves": The Thesis of the Letter (1:27) 
IV. The Three Themes Expanded (2:1 - 5:18) 
A. Riches and Poverty (2:1 - 26) 
1. Favoritism Condemned (2:1 - 13) 
2. The Problem of Faith without Works (2:14- 

26) 
B. Wisdom and Speech (3:1-4:12) 
1. The Power of the Tongue (3:1-12) 
2. Wisdom from Above and Wisdom from 

Below (3:13-18) 
3. The Misuse of Speech in Quarrels and 

Slander (4:1-12) 
C. Trials and Temptations (4:13- 5:18) 
1. Planning apart from God's Will (4:13-17) 
2. Responding to Oppression (5:1-12) 
3. Anointing Prayer for Serious Illness (5:13-

18) 
V. Closing (5:19- 20) 

I. ADDRESS AND GREETING (1:1) 47 
II. THE PURSUIT OF SPIRITUALWHOLENESS: THE 

OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED BYTRIALS (1:2-18) 50 
A. Enduring Trials Brings Spiritual Maturity (1:2-4) 52 
B. Wholeness Requires Wisdom, Which God Gives to All Who Ask 

in Faith (1:5-8) 56 
C. Both Poor and Rich Christians Need to View Themselves as 

God Does (1:9-11) 63 
D. God Rewards the Person Who Endures Trials (1:12) 69 
E. While God Tests His People, He Never Tempts Them to Sin 

(1:13-18) 71 
III. THE EVIDENCE OF SPIRITUALWHOLENESS: 
OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD (1:19-2:26) 80 
A. Hasty Speech and Anger Do Not Please God (1:19-20) 81 
B. Obedience to the Word Is the Mark of Genuine Christianity 

(1:21-27) 84 
C. Discrimination against the Poor Violates Kingdom Law (2:1-13) 

98 
1. Discrimination in the Community Is Wrong (2:1-7) 99 
2. Discrimination Is Wrong Because It Violates the Kingdom Law 

of Love (2:8-13) 110 
D. Saving Faith Reveals Itself in Works (2:14-26) 118 
IV. THE COMMUNITY DIMENSION OF SPIRITUAL 

WHOLENESS: PURE SPEECH AND PEACE, PART 1 (3:1-
4:3) 145 

A. Control of the Tongue Manifests the Transformed Heart (3:1-
12) 146 

B. True Wisdom Brings Peace (3:13-4:3) 167 
V. A SUMMONS TO SPIRITUALWHOLENESS (4:4-10) 185 
VI. THE COMMUNITY DIMENSION OF SPIRITUAL 

WHOLENESS:  PURE SPEECH AND PEACE, PART 2 (4:11-
12) 

A, Critical Speech Is a Presumptuous Violation of the Law (4:11-
12) 196 

VII. THE WORLDVIEW OF SPIRITUAL WHOLENESS: 
UNDERSTANDING TIME AND ETERNITY (4:13-5:11) 200 

A, Arrogant Planning Ignores God's Providence (4:13-17) 201 
B, Misusing Wealth and Power Brings God's Judgment (5:1-6) 209 
C. Patiently Enduring Trials Earns God's Reward (5:7-11) 220 
VIII. CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS (5:12-20) 230 
A, Avoid Oaths (5:12) 231 
B. Prayer and Healing (5:13-18) 234 
C A Concluding Summons to Action (5:19-20) 248 

I, Epistolary Introduction-l:l 
II. Opening Statement 1:2 -27 
I. First segment: testing, wisdom, wealth 1:2-11 
a. Testing produces joy 1:2-4 
b. Wisdom comes through prayer 1:5-8 
c. Poverty excels wealth 1:9-11 
2. Second segment: testing, speech, generosity 1:12-

27 
a. Testing produces blessedness 1:12-18 
b. Pure speech contains no anger 1:19-21 
c. Obedience requires generosity 1:22-25 
d. Summary and transition 1:26-27 
1/1. The Excellence of Poverty and Generosity 2:1-26 
l. No partiality is allowable 2:1-13 
a. Illustration: judicial assembly 2:1-4 
b. Rational argument 2:5-7 
c. Biblical argument 2:8-12 
d. Call to obedience (transition) 2: 13 
2. Generosity is necessary 2:14-26 
a. Illustration: poor Christian 2:14-17 
b. Rational argument 2:18-20 
c. Biblical argument (two-part): Abraham; Rahab 2:21-

26 
IV. The Demandfor Pure Speech 3:1-4:12 
1. Pure speech has no anger 3:1-12 
a. Warning against self-exaltation 3: 1-2a 
b. Warning about the power of the tongue 3:2b-5a 
c. Warning about the doubleness in the tongue 3:5b-

12 
2. Pure speech comes from wisdom 3:13-18 
3. Pure prayer is without anger/in trust 4: 1-10(12) 
a. Prayer with anger and desire 4: 1-3 
c. Call to repentance 4:7-10 
4. Pure speech is uncondemning 4:11-12 
V. Testing through wealth 4:13-5:6 
1. The test of wealth 4:13-17 
2. The test by the wealthy 5:1-6 
VI. Closing Statement 5:7-20 
1. Endurance in the test 5:7-11 
2. Rejection of oaths 5:12 
3. Helping one another through prayer/forgiveness 

5:13-18 (health) 
4. Closing encouragement 5:19-20 
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