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Word Study Using Bible Hub 
Word studies can be a valuable addition to inductive Bible study.  Translating from one language 

(Greek in the New Testament) to another (English) is seldom if ever a matter of a simple one-for-one 

replacement of an English term for it exact Greek equivalent. 

Words in any language have shades of meanings, often depending on the context.  (Think of the 

word “paper” – a writing material, an essay composed for a class, a source of news delivered to your 

home, a verb about applying a covering to a wall, an adjective describing thinness. 

Word studies are a way of determining the meanings of a word as it was used in various contexts 

in the New Testament.  That range of meanings can help find how an author was using that word in a 

particular context under study. 

Detailed, rigorous word studies require a knowledge of the original language (Greek).  However, 

there are tools available to at least begin how a word was used without an extensive knowledge of Greek.  

Please keep in mind that conclusions drawn from a limited study like that should always be checked 

against reputable commentaries or other trusted sources. 

The Bible Hub web site is one resource that can get you started on a word study.  For example, 

consider James 4:11:1 

“Do not speak against one another, brethren.” (NASB) 

Is James prohibiting any criticism or correction of another believer?  What might we learn from a 

word study focused on the phrase “speak against”? 

Begin by going to the Bible Hub site at https://biblehub.com/ and searching for James 4:11: 

 

                                                 

1 For additional comments of this verse, see the discussion at  

http://www.goodnotsafe.com/james-411-17-january-26-2020/ . 

http://www.goodnotsafe.com/
https://biblehub.com/
https://biblehub.com/
http://www.goodnotsafe.com/james-411-17-january-26-2020/


 

Word Studies - Bible Hub.docx 

20200127 www.GoodNotSafe.com  2 Notes & Comments copyright 2020 by Michael Wiebe 

The verse will be displayed in several English translations: 

 

Click on the “Interlin” (Interlinear) link: 

 

http://www.goodnotsafe.com/
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Note the Greek word written in English letters, katalaleite, above the English interlinear 

translation of “speak against” and click on that link. 

 

Bible Hub displays an overview of that word and related forms from the same root (katalaleō): 

 

http://www.goodnotsafe.com/
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Click on the link for the number of times that word is used in the New Testament (“5 

Occurrences” in this example): 

 

Now Bible Hub displays the other verses where forms of the Greek word (katalaleō) are used.  

Three of the occurrences are in James and two more in 1 Peter.  All of the translations of all of the 

passages indicate a negative nuance, speaking evil or slandering another person.  The verses in 1 Peter 

indicate the attacks and false accusations from opponents of the Christians.   

Even such a brief word study as shown in this example can help understand that James wanted to 

prevent his readers from gossip or slander or false accusations against fellow believers.  His words do not 

exclude the possibility of loving, accurate correction to help each other in the process of becoming more 

Christlike. 

 

http://www.goodnotsafe.com/

