Word Study Using Bible Hub

Word studies can be a valuable addition to inductive Bible study. Translating from one language
(Greek in the New Testament) to another (English) is seldom if ever a matter of a simple one-for-one
replacement of an English term for it exact Greek equivalent.

Words in any language have shades of meanings, often depending on the context. (Think of the
word “paper” — a writing material, an essay composed for a class, a source of news delivered to your
home, a verb about applying a covering to a wall, an adjective describing thinness.

Word studies are a way of determining the meanings of a word as it was used in various contexts
in the New Testament. That range of meanings can help find how an author was using that word in a
particular context under study.

Detailed, rigorous word studies require a knowledge of the original language (Greek). However,
there are tools available to at least begin how a word was used without an extensive knowledge of Greek.
Please keep in mind that conclusions drawn from a limited study like that should always be checked
against reputable commentaries or other trusted sources.

The Bible Hub web site is one resource that can get you started on a word study. For example,
consider James 4:11:1

“Do not speak against one another, brethren.” (NASB)

Is James prohibiting any criticism or correction of another believer? What might we learn from a
word study focused on the phrase “speak against™?

Begin by going to the Bible Hub site at https://biblehub.com/ and searching for James 4:11.:
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! For additional comments of this verse, see the discussion at
http://www.goodnotsafe.com/james-411-17-january-26-2020/ .
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The verse will be displayed in several English translations:
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Verse (Click for Chapter) Study Bible
New International Version Drawing Near to God
Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who ..10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and

speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against ~ He will exalt you. 1 Brothers, do not slander
the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not  one another. Anyone who speaks against
keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. his brother or judges him speaks against
the Law and judges it. And if you judge the
Law, you are not a practitioner of the Law,
but a judge of it. 2There is only one
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New Living Translation
Don't speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters. If
you criticize and judge each other, then you are criticizing and

Click on the “Interlin” (Interlinear) link:
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Note the Greek word written in English letters, katalaleite, above the English interlinear

translation of “speak against” and click on that link.
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James 4 - Click for Chapter ’
3361 [e] Pl 240 [e] 20 [e] 3588 [e] 2635 [e] 80 [g]
Me katalaleite allelon adelphoi ho katalaldn adelphou
11 M katahakeite Moy , adehgpot . 6 katahahdv  adehgol
Mot speak against one another brothers The [one] speaking against [his] brother
Adv V-PMA-2P RecPro-GMP N-VMP Art-NMS V-PPA-NMS N-GMS

Bible Hub displays an overview of that word and related forms from the same root (katalales):
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Englishman's Concordance
katahahgite (katalaleite) — 1 Occurrence

James 4:11 V-PMA-2P

GRK: M1 karahaheite aAhihwv adehypol
MNAS: Do not spealk against one another,
KJV: not evil one of another,

INT: not speak agamst one anather brothers

Concordance Entries
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komahahel — 1 Occ.
karahaheioBe — 1 Occ.
komahaheite — 1 Occ.
karahahiv — 1 Occ.
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James v 41 v

Click on the link for the number of times that word is used in the New Testament (5

Occurrences” in this example):

Version
Englishman's Concordance

Strong's Greek: 2635. kutaAaAéw (katalaled)
— 5 Occurrences

James 4:11 V-PMA-2P

GRK: Mi) karohaheite alhihwv abehgot
MAS: Do not speak against one another,
KJV: not evil one of another,

INT: not speak against one another brothers

James 4:11 V-PPA-NMS

GRK: abehgot 6 katahaldv adehgoi 1

NAS: Do not speak against one another,

K.JV: brethren. He that speaketh evil of [his]
brother,

INT: brothers He that speaks against [his] brother
or

James 4:11 V-PIA-3S

GRK: abehgpov avroll xarahalel vopou kai
NAS: brethren. He who speaks against a brother
KJV: brother, speaketh evil of the law,

INT: brother of him speaks against [the] law and

1 Peter 2:12 V-PIA-3P

GRK: év ¢ katahaholiow Upiv dg

MAS: that in the thing in which they slander you
as evildoers,

KJV: whereas they speak against you

INT: wherein which they speak against you as

1 Peter 3:16 V-PIM/P-2P
GRK: ¢v ¢ katahaheioBe karaioyuvBioom

o1

MNAS: that in the thing in which you are slandered
those

v Commentary v Language v

Concordance Entries
Strong's Greek 2635

karahahei — 1 Occ.
komahaheioBs — 1 Occ
komahaheite — 1 Occ.
komahahiov — 1 Occ.
komahatholaw — 1 Occ

Additional Entries

kamékpivay — 1 Occ.
KaTékpivev — 4 Occ.
komekpien — 1 Occ.
karakpioewe — 1 Occ.
komakpiow — 1 Occ.
komakuplebovieg — 1 Occ.
komakupiedougv — 2 Occ. ’
komakupiedoag — 1 Occ.
kamahahel — 1 Occ.
komahaheioBs — 1 Occ
karahahiv — 1 Occe.
komahatholaw — 1 Occ
komahathiol — 1 Occ
karahahias — 1 Occ.
komahdéthoug — 1 Occ.
karahifn — 3 Occ
komahdpnre — 1 Occ.
karahaféobar — 1 Occ
komahdfw — 1 Occ.
komahafopevol — 1 Occ.

Englishman's Concordance

Now Bible Hub displays the other verses where forms of the Greek word (katalales) are used.

Three of the occurrences are in James and two more in 1 Peter. All of the translations of all of the
passages indicate a negative nuance, speaking evil or slandering another person. The verses in 1 Peter
indicate the attacks and false accusations from opponents of the Christians.

Even such a brief word study as shown in this example can help understand that James wanted to
prevent his readers from gossip or slander or false accusations against fellow believers. His words do not
exclude the possibility of loving, accurate correction to help each other in the process of becoming more
Christlike.
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