Becoming Little Christs

This is the whole of Christianity. There is nothing else. It is so easy to get muddled about that. It is
easy to think that the Church has a lot of different objects—education, building, missions, holding
services. Just as it is easy to think the State has a lot of different objects—military, political, economic,
and what not. But in a way things are much simpler than that. The State exists simply to promote and to
protect the ordinary happiness of human beings in this life.... In the same way the Church exists for
nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the
cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man
for no other purpose. It is even doubtful, you know, whether the whole universe was created for any other
purpose.?

The more we get what we now call ‘ourselves’ out of the way and let Him take us over, the more
truly ourselves we become. There is so much of Him that millions and millions of ‘little Christs’, all
different, will still be too few to express Him fully. He made them all. He invented—as an author invents
characters in a novel—all the different men that you and | were intended to be. In that sense our real
selves are all waiting for us in Him. It is no good trying to ‘be myself” without Him. The more I resist
Him and try to live on my own, the more | become dominated by my own heredity and upbringing and
surroundings and natural desires. In fact what I so proudly call ‘Myself” becomes merely the meeting
place for trains of events which | never started and which | cannot stop.?
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